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CIRCUIT COURT OF
JACKSON COUNTY, MO

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI

AT

POLICE NO.: KC23030179
PROSECUTOR NO.: 095475652
OCN: HU012690

STATE OF MISSOURI, )

PLAINTIFF, )

VS. )

)

RAELEENA S. BARLETT )
1301 E Armour Blvd, Apt 305 ) CASE NO. 2316-CR

Kansas City, MO 64109 ) DIVISION

DOB: )

Race/Sex: W/F )

S.S.N.: )

DEFENDANT. )

COMPLAINT

WARRANT REQUESTED

Count I. Abandonment Of A Corpse (194.425-001Y20205599.0)

The Prosecuting Attorney of the County of Jackson, State of Missouri, upon
information and belief, charges that the defendant, in violation of Section 194.425, RSMo,
committed the class E felony of abandonment of a corpse, punishable upon conviction under
Sections 558.011 and 558.002, RSMo, in that on or about between May 1, 2023 and May
13, 2023, in the County of Jackson, State of Missouri, the defendant abandoned, disposed,
deserted or left a corpse, an infant known as Confidential Victim which was found in a vacant
lot at 4015 Pittman Road, without properly reporting the location of the body to the proper
law enforcement officials in the county.

The range punishment for a class E felony is imprisonment in the custody of the Missouri
Department of Corrections for a term of years not less than one (1) year and not to exceed
seven (4) years; or by imprisonment for a special term not to exceed one (1) year in the
county jail or other authorized penal institution; or by a fine not to exceed ten thousand
dollars ($10,000); or by both imprisonment and a fine. If money or property has been gained
through the commission of the crime, any fine imposed may be not more than double the
amount of the offender's gain from the commission of the crime.
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State vs. Raeleena S. Barlett, Case No.

The facts that form the basis for this information and belief are contained in the
statement(s) of facts filed contemporaneously herewith, made a part hereof, and submitted
as a basis upon which this court may find the existence of probable cause.

Wherefore, the Prosecuting Attorney prays that an arrest warrant be issued as
provided by law.
JEAN PETERS BAKER
Prosecuting Attorney
Jackson County, Missouri

by,

/s/ Shiante McMahon

Shiante McMahon (#66613)
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney
415 East 12th Street

Floor "M

Kansas City, MO 64106

(816) 881-3831
SMcMahon@jacksongov.org

WITNESSES:

The State’s witnesses as of 8/21/2023 are included on the “State’s Witness List” filed
contemporaneously with this Complaint.
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PROBABLE CAUSE STATEMENT FORM CIRCUIT COURT OF
7g‘ACKSON COUNTY, MO

Date: 8/18/23 CRN: KC23030%

I, _ Kansas City, Missouri Police Department
(Name and identify law enforcement officer, or person having information as probable cause.)

knowing that false statements on this form are punishable by law, state that the facts contained herein are true.

I have probable cause to believe that on or about 5/4/23 , at _ in

(Date) (Address)
Kansas City, Jackson County Missouri _Barlett, Raeleeena M.S.
(County) (Name of Offender(s))
_ committed one or more criminal offense(s).

(Description of Identity)

The facts supporting this belief are as follows:

On 5/13/23 at approximately 1946 hours, Officers of the Kansas City, Missouri Police Department were
dispatched to 10009 East 38th Terrace, Kansas City, Jackson County, Missouri 64133 on a reported dead body.
Upon arrival, they contacted the calling party who reported locating a deceased baby in the woods nearby and
proceeded to show Officers the location. In the 19-acre vacant lot of 4015 Pittman Road, Kansas City, Jackson
County, Missouri 64133, Officers located a deceased infant in an advanced state of decomposition.
Investigators processed the scene and observed two kitchen trash bags under and around the infant's legs and
brown hair under the skull. A few feet away from the infant, investigators located a baby blanket and pieces of
plastic that appeared to have been the same material as the trash bags. Approximately 15 feet away from the
infant, investigators located a small yellow headband. The Jackson County Medical Examiner's Office has
ruled the cause of death and the manner of death as undetermined.

On 5/15/23 Witness #4 advised she saw on the news that an infant was found in the woods and provided
investigators with information that her 6-month-old ," was reported to be deceased by
the mother, BARLETT, Raeleena S. However, no funeral arrangements had been made and the
mother was not providing any information regarding the death. Witness #4 stated she received a message

through Facebook Messenger from BARLETT on 5/7 /23 stating the baby died in her sleep on
Thursday night’ (51423). Winess 4 sitc [

Witness #5 stated she received a message through Facebook Messenger on 5/7/23 from BARLETT stating her
daughter took her last breath last night (5/6/23) while sleeping.

Witness #9 stated he and BARLETT's - went to BARLETT's apartment on 4/28/23 and noticed the
apartment smelled horrific and there were flies and maggots around trash bags located near the front door.
When asked where the 6-month-old -Was, BARLETT said the 6-month-old was not at the apartment.
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Witness #2 stated BARLETT came to her apartment on 5/6/23 and told her that her baby died in her sleep on
5/4/23 from SIDS. She stated the last time she physically saw BARLETT's baby was on Easter (4/9/23).

Detectives contacted the two Medical Examiner's Offices that cover the Kansas City Metro area and determined
the 6-month-old's death had not been reported.

Members of BARLETT's family reported BARLETT hasF
_. Family believed the father of the 6-month-old was BARLETT's current

boyfriend, reported to be suspect #2, whose DNA was on file with the Kansas City, Missouri Police
Department. A comparison between the genetic profile developed from the remains recovered in the vacant lot
of 4015 Pittman Road and Suspect #2's DNA was completed on 5/16/23 and Suspect #2 was determined not to
be the biological father.

Witness #7 stated on 4/14/23 suspect #2, the father of BARLETT's youngest babyH, told her he took
a piece of - hair to the DNA place and he wasn't the father. She stated whenever she would go to
BARLETT's apartment there would be a trash smell, but when she went over there on 4/23/23 there was an
unbearable smell. She stated BARLETT never told her that her baby had died.

Witness #6 stated on 4/11/23, her and BARLETT got into a physical altercation at her apartment over
BARLETT’s boyfriend, suspect #2, because he didn't want anyone else taking care of Witness #6
stated she stopped at the apartment that day to check on and discovered her diaper hadn't been
changed and she saw worms in the diaper. She stated when she asked BARLETT what was going on, she told
her "he (suspect #2) won't let me touch her." She stated that was the last time she saw and both her
and BARLETT didn't look well. She stated BARLETT appeared to be strung out. She stated approximately a
week after their fight, she and BARLETT went to the Raytown Wal-Mart and she bought BARLETT some
things. She stated she has not seen BARLETT since.

On 5/18/23 Witness #1 stated approximately two and a half weeks ago, she and her were at the One
Stop when BARLETT walked up to their car crying and told them had died the night
before at 2000 hours and told her not to tell anybody. BARLETT told Witness #1 she woke up and discovered
deceased on her bed and described as being blue in the face. Witness #1 stated BARLETT

told her the police and ambulance had responded. Witness #1 stated BARLETT asked her for some money to
help pay for her cremation, so they gave BARLETT $400.

On 05/18/23 at approximately 0845 hours, detectives observed BARLETT walking in the area of East 34th
Street and Tracy Avenue, Kansas City, Jackson County, Missouri. BARLETT was contacted and agreed to
come to Police Headquarters (1125 Locust Street) to speak to detectives. BARLETT was read her Miranda
Warning via Form 340 P.D. and advised she understood her rights. BARLETT initially advised she only has
After being

two children, m and denied ever having an infant&
challenged multiple times on having a third child, BARLETT finally admitted she had a third c -

, who 1s now deceased, and was born 11/15/22. During questioning, BARLETT provided numerous

versions of events for the night her died and claimed to not know how she died. She
advised the last time she had seen alive was on Thursday 05/06/23 (believed to be Thursday
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05/04/23) at her apartment located at , Kansas City, Jackson County, Missouri
64109. She stated at around 2200 hours, (1dentified as suspect #2) went intoH room and
advised she was choking and he was holding her against his chest with a sucking syringe in his hand. She stated

closed the bedroom door and would not let her enter the room to check on Sometime
ater, came into the bedroom, where BARLETT was lying in bed, and advise was asleep.
BARLETT stated after she thought was asleep at around 2300 hours, she went into room

to check on her and observed her lying on her back with her arms folded against her chest with her eyes open.
was cold to the touch and she observed gnats on and around her. She advised when she
arms, they were stiff and she was not able to move them. She stated she attempted to
roke her iPhone and would not allow her leave the apartment, so she got into her bed,
and went to sleep. She advised she woke up

|!er I!e was

She stated
tried to move
call 911, but
where he was asleep, with her deceased infant
sometime later and her deceased infantq was no longer in bed with her, and she observed
buckle the deceased mnfant into her car seat and leave the apartment. She advised- told
going to Arkansas, but to tell people he took q,::o Texas. She advised she did not call 911 when he left
because her power was out, so her Wi-F1 wasn't working, and her phone died. BARLETT was shown a single

photo of suspect #2, who she identified as the person she knows as and who i1s one of the possible
; During the interview, BARLETT mentioned the night died, she observed
playing on his phone and she believed he arranged over the phone for his brother to pick him and
up.

On 05/18/23 the reporting detective received a laboratory report regarding the comparison of BARLETT's
DNA buccal swab to the genetic profile developed from the baby remains. The report indicated there is very
strong support that BARLETT was the biological mother.

On 5/19/23 mvestigators executed a search warrant at BARLETT's apartment,

Kansas City, Jackson County, Missour1 64109. Investigators located a stripped car seat near the front
door of the apartment and a roll of white trash bags on a table consistent with the trash bags recovered from the
body. In one of the bedrooms, investigators located a syringe with a hooked tip that contained an unknown
substance in the tip. A car seat liner was observed in the bathroom. The car seat liner, a mattress in the
southeast bedroom, and the bathroom counter all tested positive utilizing luminol, a presumptive test for blood.

On 5/25/23 suspect #2 was arrested for an unrelated warrant and transported to Police Head Quarters (1125
Locust Street) for a recorded statement. Suspect #2 was read his Miranda Warning and he stated he understood
his rights. Suspect #2 mitially denied knowing anything about a baby by the name OH He stated he
had heard some things on the news in regard to a baby found, but he did not know anything about it. When
advised his name has come up in this investigation and he was challenged on having information in regard, he
requested to talk to his lawyer. The interview was then terminated and detectives left the room. While still in
the interview room, Suspect #2 reinitiated questioning and advised he understood his rights and he wanted to
speak with detectives, waivini his right to a lawyer. Suspect #2 admitted he knew BARLETT and

who he referred to as He stated the last time he saw was approximately 2 %5 to 3 weeks
prior to Mother's Day. He stated a few days before 5/15/23, BARLETT told him over TextNow that
passed away from SIDS and later told him she called Police and Ambulance. Suspect #2 stated he did not think
BARLETT did anything intentional to harm or cause the death of but believed she may have died as a
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result of neglect. He stated was malnourished and she was getting smaller as she got older. He stated
BARLETT would not take to her WIC appointments to get the vitamins and supplements she needed
to grow. He stated he knew BARLETT was not a good mother and she would neglect her children. Suspect #2
stated had his last name, but he was not on birth certificate, so there was nothing he could
do. Suspect #2 initially denied knowing anything about being found in the woods, but later stated one
night BARLETT woke up crying and told him she pu in her big brown bag after she found her dead
and took her somewhere, but did not tell him where she took her.

On 8/4/23 Detectives conducted a second, noncustodial interview with BARLETT. BARLETT stated her
daughter died on May 6™, which she believed was a Thursday. BARLETT provided a different version of what
her day consisted of prior to finding her deceased than she did during her first interview. BARLETT
stated she last saw her Halive around 1700 hours when she returned to the apartment after playing
outside with her other daughter. She stated was watching- alone in the apartment while she
played outside. BARLETT went back outside and returned to the apartment around 2000-2100 hours and went
to sleep. When she woke up around 2100-2300 hours, she went to feed and change and found her with
her eyes open and she was blue, cold, and stiff. She tried to call 911, but threw her phone and broke it.
She stated she slept through the night with her deceased and the next day Dashay left around lunch
time. She stated she was in the other room when she heard a car seat being buckled and observed
leaving the apartment. BARLETT stated she did not observe leave with the car seat, but after he left
the car seat and were missing. BARLETT stated she sat in the apartment until returned
around 0100-0200 hours and did not walk to the police station because told her if she left the apartment
he was going to kill her. She stated the plan was for to take to Texas so his mother could pay
for a funeral and insisted she did not know how ended up abandoned in a field.

SN —

The Court finds probable cause and directs the issuance of a warrant this 215t day of August, 2023

[ Judg(e/ [

g 4 ackson i )
Circuit Court of ) County, State of Missouri.
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